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UCalgary's Tamaratt Lung Suite's Impact Driven by Philanthropy

The Tamaratt Lung Suite at Snyder Institute has been a
powerful engine of translational research, bridging lab
science and patient care for nearly two decades. Opened
in 2009 thanks to a $1 million philanthropic gift from an
anonymous Calgary couple, the suite is one of the only
facilities in Canada designed for dedicated research
bronchoscopy and the only centre authorized to use
human rhinovirus 39 to study viral triggers of lung
disease. The suite has shaped modern asthma care, with
many biologic therapies tested there before becoming
standard of care. A Canada-wide study conducted at the suite revealed that nearly a
third of people diagnosed with asthma warranted reassessment. The suite is now
expanding into interstitial lung disease, bronchiectasis and longer-acting biologics. As Dr.
Richard Leigh notes, when he was training, ICUs were full of patients dying from asthma,
but today that is rare because of research like this. Read more.

LANTERN study seeks to prevent future infections after surgery

Snyder member Dr. John Conly, MD, is the lead investigator of
the Calgary site of the LANTERN international clinical trial,
which uses light-activated antimicrobial therapy, or
photodisinfection, to prevent surgical site infections without
contributing to antimicrobial resistance. The trial involves more
than 5,000 patients across Canada and the U.S. and uses a
treatment applied to the nose followed by red light that
destroys bacteria, viruses and fungi while leaving human cells
unharmed. Dr. Conly describes it as a burst of sunlight that
knocks out all microbes present. UCalgary's W21C Research and Innovation Centre has
become the highest enrolling site in Canada for this trial. Study recruitment has wrapped
up, and researchers are now analyzing the data. Read more.
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Snyder Member Dr. Carla Coffin Among Researchers in Major Hepatitis B Study

We are pleased to share that Snyder member Dr. Carla S. Coffin
is among the researchers who conducted a major global study
on chronic hepatitis B. The research, which included two large
Phase 3 trials (B Well 1 and B Well 2), tested a new drug called
bepirovirsen. Results showed that about one in five patients
who received the drug achieved a "functional cure", meaning
their virus levels became undetectable for at least six months
after stopping all treatment. None of the patients who
received a placebo achieved this result. While side effects were
more common with the drug (including temporary liver flares
in a small number of patients), this is the first time a short-course therapy has shown
such promising results in large-scale trials. This study, made possible by Dr. Coffin and
her fellow researchers, brings us one step closer to a future where more people with
chronic hepatitis B can live free from daily medication. Learn more.
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Education News

Grad Seminar Series Schedule - June

All lectures begin at noon. Pizza (2 pcs. per
person please) provided first come first served;
best to arrive by 11:50 am.
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June 1 | Theater One

. Tamkeen Paracha, MDCV PhD Candidate, Dr. Giembycz's Laboratory,
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

J Priyanka Chandramohan, MDCV PhD Graduate Student Dr. Newton’s
Laboratory, Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

June 8 | Theater Four

. Darasimi Kola-llesanmi, MDGI PhD Graduate Student, Dr. Hirota’s Laboratory,
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

o Jessica Knoch, MDIM MSc Graduate Student Dr. Khan’s Laboratory
Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Infectious Diseases

June 15 | Theater One

. James La, MDMI MSc Graduate Student Dr. Semper's Laboratory Department
of Microbiology, Immunology & Infectious Diseases

o Asha Octoman, MDMI MSc Graduate Student Dr. Arrieta’s Laboratory
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

June 22 | Theater One

. Zahra Jamila lkra, MDIM PhD Graduate Student Dr. Jacquelot’s Laboratory
Departments of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology and Microbiology,
Immunology & Infectious Diseases

. Varuna Jayasinghe, MDCV PhD Graduate Student Dr. Giembycz's Laboratory
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

June 29 | Theater One

J Keerthana Kalyanaraman, MDCV PhD Graduate Student Dr. Robert Newton's
Laboratory Department of Physiology and Pharmacology
o Marcos Moussallem, MDMI MSc Graduate Student Dr. Parkins' Laboratory

Department of Microbiology, Immunology and Infectious Diseases

Funding Opportunity: Research Enhancement Program (REP)

The Cumming School of Medicine’s Research Enhancement Program (REP) supports
primary faculty at all career stages in strengthening research capacity and grant



competitiveness. Stream 1 offers up to $4,000 per year for advanced training in new
techniques and methodologies, including workshops and research visits, and may also
support trainee development. Stream 2 provides up to $2,000 for grant writing or design
support and up to $7,500 for project management for complex or unique funding
opportunities. Stream 3 funds an external scientific peer review of grant applications.
Learn more and apply here.

Congratulations

] Congratulations to Dr. Kathy McCoy on being awarded a CIHR Team Grant as a
Co-Principal Investigator in the Bringing Biology to Cancer Prevention 2
competition. The successful project, "Ultra-processed foods and cancer:
advancing evidence on the biological mechanisms linking the gut microbiome,
ultra-processed foods and colorectal cancer (UPFront)," also includes Dr.
Rachel Murphy at the University of British Columbia. We are proud to
celebrate Dr. McCoy's contribution to this important research.

o Congratulations to Dr. Erik Bakkeren, PhD, an assistant professor in the
Department of Biological Sciences, for receiving a CIFAR Global Scholar Award,
naming him as one of 15 emerging research leaders. His research focuses on
the gut microbiome and how it can be engineered to correct health outcomes.
Bakkeren's lab builds artificial gut microbe communities to understand species
interactions, including a bacterial fight club that pits microbes against each
other to study survival strategies that could help combat harmful bacteria
without antibiotics.

° We are pleased to extend our congratulations to Dr. Carla Coffin, on her
appointment as the Cal Wenzel Family Foundation Chair in Hepatology. Since
2010, this endowed chair has sustained a world-class hepatology research
program in Alberta through stable, long-term funding, supporting
distinguished researchers, emerging investigators and advanced non-invasive
technologies such as the portable FibroScan. Learn more about Cal Wenzel
Family Foundation Chair in Hepatology.

] We are delighted to congratulate Paula Brandt on winning First Place at the
2026 Western Regional 3MT Competition. Hosted by the University of Regina
at Darke Hall, the competition brought together graduate student finalists
from 17 universities across Western Canada.
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We are delighted to congratulate Dr. Christina Thornton on being a recipient of
the 2025 Early Career Researcher Award in Asthma. This prestigious award is
presented by the CIHR Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health (ICRH),
together with the Canadian Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Foundation
(CAAIF), Asthma Canada and the Canadian Lung Association (CLA). It supports
promising researchers early in their independent careers to advance asthma
research. Dr. Thornton's project explores a critical and timely question: how
microbes carried in wildfire smoke may worsen asthma, particularly harder-to-
treat forms.

We are delighted to congratulate Dr. Justin Chun (Principal Investigator) and
Dr. Keekyoung Kim (Co-investigator) on receiving the Health Research Award
from the Kidney Foundation of Canada. Their project is titled "Matrix directed
differentiation of bioprinted kidney organoids to promote maturation and
vascularization." It has been funded for $120,000 over the period 2026-2028.
This innovative research aims to advance kidney organoid technology, an
important step toward better models for kidney disease and ultimately new
treatments. Please join us in celebrating this wonderful achievement.

Congratulations to Dr. John Conly on receiving the AMMI Canada Lifetime
Achievement Award at the AMMI CACMID Annual Scientific Conference on
April 29, 2026, in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador. This prestigious
award honours exceptional contributions by AMMI Canada members in
infectious diseases and medical microbiology. It recognizes individuals who
have demonstrated excellence in clinical care, research, education,
administration or advocacy. Please join us in celebrating Dr. Conly on this well-
deserved honour.

We are delighted to congratulate ShuHua (Vickie) Li on the successful defense
of her PhD thesis, titled "Host-helminth-microbiome interactions: infection
with Hymenolepis diminuta and the regulation of colitis." Under the
supervision of Dr. Derek McKay, Vickie has completed an impressive body of
research exploring how host-helminth-microbiome interactions may help
regulate colitis.

Congratulations to Dorian Rojas-Villata on receiving an Izaak Walton Killam
Pre-Doctoral Scholarship.



L Congratulations to Elina Karimullina on being selected as a recipient of the
Canadian Antimicrobial Resistance Network (CAN-AMR-Net) Travel Support
Award.

° Congratulations to Dr. Kerri Johannson on being awarded the 2026 American
Thoracic Society Clinical Problems Assembly Mid-career Achievement Award.
This award recognizes an individual who has made outstanding scientific
contributions in clinical, translational or laboratory-based research relevant to
Clinical Problems during the mid-career phase (earlier than full Professor level
or equivalent rank). Please join us in celebrating Dr. Johannson on this well-
deserved international recognition.

] We are delighted to congratulate Nabil Royez on the successful defense of his
PhD thesis, "DISCO LAMP: A Novel Multiplexed Diagnostic Platform for
Infectious Diseases." Under the supervision of Dr. Heather Jamniczky and Dr.
Keekyoung Kim, Nabil completed this interdisciplinary work with support from
the prestigious Cannon Lachapelle Graduate Scholarship in Entrepreneurial
Thinking. Nabil was also honoured with two awards at the 2026 GSA Awards
Gala: the GSA Leadership Award and a Special Recognition Award for his
service as the graduate student representative on UCalgary's Board of
Governors.

Upcoming Events

Snyder Institute Award for Research Excellence Lecture | June 4

SNYDER INSTITUTE AWARD FOR i 1
SNYDER DESTITUTE Aw/np. roR Join us for the Snyder Institute Award for Research

Excellence Lecture, celebrating research excellence and
the legacy of visionary philanthropist Joan Snyder by
bringing distinguished, internationally recognized
scientists to the Snyder Institute for Chronic Diseases.
This year's lecture will feature award recipient Dr. Daiana
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walls to disseminate throughout the body. The lecture



will also feature Dr. Jeanne Marrazzo, CEO of IDSA and former director of NIAID at the
NIH, who will present on "The Global Cost of Undermining the U.S. Scientific Enterprise:
Public Trust and Research Investment in an Era of Uncertainty." Following the lecture
(HSC Theater 4), an informal reception will be hosted in the Azreili (HRIC) Atrium.

Register here.

Shaffer-Davison Research Award Day Keynote Lecture | June 5
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The Shaffer-Davison Research Award Day Organizing
Committee invites you to attend the keynote lecture by Dr.
Deanna Danter from the University of Manitoba on June 5
from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in Theatre Four. Dr. Danter established
her research program at the University of Manitoba in
2020, where her laboratory investigates how interferons
regulate immune responses during viral infection and
chronic inflammatory diseases such as ulcerative colitis.
Her research focuses on identifying novel therapeutic
targets linked to the gut-protective functions of type Il
interferons and has been supported by CIHR, NSERC,
Crohn’s and Colitis Canada, Research Manitoba and the

New Frontiers in Research Fund. All are welcome to attend the keynote presentation,
regardless of registration for the full event.

Breaking Barriers Day: Confronting Ableism in Academia | June 10

UCalgary Breaking
Barriers Day

S0 1 30 harn how bl Vghe present in
Our Classrocms, lsbs, Compus. ApERCIBOn
Processes, conversations, and more

Join UCalgary Breaking Barriers Day on Wednesday, June 10,
2026, from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm to learn how ableism
presents in our classrooms, labs, campuses and
conversations, introducing key concepts around disability
justice and identifying concrete changes to break barriers.
Keynote speakers include Dr. Bonita Sawatzky, Dr. Victoria
Fast, Dr. Danielle Peers, Dr. Matthew Christison and Dr.
Stephanie Chipeur. Please note that masking is requested as
one speaker has significant disabilities impacting their ability
to fight off respiratory viruses. Masks will be provided. The

in person registration deadline is June 5, and virtual registration deadline is June 8.
Faculty, staff, trainees, practitioners and community members are welcome. Learn more.
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XPRIZE Health Symposium | June 10

Join the XPRIZE Canada Hub on June 10 from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. in G500, Health Sciences
Centre, Foothills Campus, for an opportunity to connect with representatives from
XPRIZE Health and judges from the active XPRIZE Healthspan competition. Open to
UCalgary researchers, trainees, students and startups in the health and life sciences, this
event will provide insights into the XPRIZE Canada Hub, XPRIZE Health initiatives and
future engagement opportunities. The program will also feature a panel discussion with
expert judges sharing their experiences and perspectives on innovation. Light
refreshments will be provided. Learn more and register.

Having IMPACTT 6 Symposium | Sep 28-30

"REGISTER

Join the International Microbiome Centre (IMC) for
Having IMPACTT 6 (Integrated Microbiome Platforms
for Advancing Causation Testing and Translation),

Now — taking place September 28-30, 2026, at the Malcolm
a Hotel in Canmore, Alberta. Building on five successful
Having [MPACTT 6: Advancing : years of education, collaboration and translation, this
Microbiome Research symposium will bring together researchers, trainees
I iy and industry partners to explore advances in
e B microbiome science and its translation into practice.

researchers around the world

Early-bird registration rates start at S500 and are
available until July 23. Registration closes on
i September 21. Abstract submissions are also open.

For registration, abstract submission and additional
information, visit the symposium website or contact impactt@ucalgary.ca.

Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Laureate Discussion Sessions & Luncheon | June
18

Join past and present Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Laureates on June 18, 2026, from
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., for a morning of small-group discussion sessions focused on
mentorship, leadership, innovation and research. Hosted by the Cumming School of
Medicine, this event offers graduate students and trainees a unique opportunity to
engage directly with nationally recognized leaders through interactive discussions and


https://luma.com/png5fxgp
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networking opportunities. Registration is open to all CSM graduate students and
trainees. Participants may register for one speaker per session. A networking luncheon
will follow from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Register here.

CIHR IMHA Dialogue Series | June 23

The CIHR Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and
Arthritis (IMHA) Dialogue Series is taking place now until
June 23. The Calgary session takes place on June 23 from
9:00 to 10:30 am at the Azrieli Atrium. Join the national
conversation to help shape the Institute's Research
Priority Plan. In person and virtual sessions are available,
and individuals from all roles and career stages are
invited to share their perspectives. For a full list of dates
and locations, visit the IMHA Dialogue Series webpage.
Learn more and register.

Navigating Grants with Confidence Workshop

Join the CSM Grant Development Office for an engaging workshop designed to help
researchers navigate the grant development process with confidence. The session will
take place on June 9, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at the W21C GDO1 Cal Wenzel
Precision Health Building (in person). The workshop will cover how to find the right
funding opportunities, use grant development tools and supports, apply project
management strategies and build a realistic budget. The agenda includes four sessions,
followed by a networking lunch with the Grant Development Team. Priority registration
will be given to CSM Faculty, Postdoctoral Scholars and Support Staff. Register here.

ISSSI 2026 in Banff

Registration is now open for the 20th International Symposium on Staphylococci and
Staphylococcal Infections (ISSSI 2026), taking place September 20-24, 2026, at the Banff
Centre for Arts and Creativity in Banff, Canada. The global Staphylococcus research
community is heading to the Canadian Rockies, where researchers, clinicians and
trainees from around the world will come together to share the latest discoveries in
Staphylococcus biology, pathogenesis and host interactions, epidemiology and
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antimicrobial resistance and diagnostics, prevention and treatment. Attendees can
expect cutting-edge science, inspiring discussions and valuable networking, all set in the
stunning landscape of the Canadian Rockies. Learn more.

Opportunities

CSM Commercialization Office: 15K Grants and 1K Awards

The Cumming School of Medicine Commercialization Office is offering Proof & Propel
15K Grants to support CSM faculty commercialization efforts from early-stage idea to
prototype testing or pre-clinical work. Funding under this grant does not trigger
additional revenue sharing obligations under the University's IP Policy. In addition, four
1K awards are available to recognize commercialization efforts at CSM. You can
nominate yourself or a promising startup in the following categories: Faculty Founder,
Student Founder, Women Entrepreneur and Ecosystem Champion. The application and
nomination deadline is July 10th. Click here for more information or to apply. Questions
can be directed to elsa.reisenhofer@ucalgary.ca.

Grant Support

Grant support services are now available through the Snyder Institute to help
researchers develop competitive funding applications, with current priority given to
larger, collaborative grant opportunities across the Institute. A short document outlining
the service scope and request prioritization is now available on the website.

The service also aims to facilitate new collaborative funding opportunities by engaging

with research groups to better understand their priorities, upcoming plans and areas of
research activity across the Institute. Researchers are encouraged to directly reach out

to Ryan Eng, Scientific Grant Writer, to arrange a meeting or start a conversation.

Need help with your individual funding opportunities?

The CSM Grant Development Office offers dedicated support throughout the grant
development and submission process. Whether you’re applying to CIHR, Horizon Europe
or other major funding agencies, their experienced team can provide guidance at every
stage. Contact them to get started! Be sure to explore their website for helpful
resources, including application guidance and examples of previously funded proposals.
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Other News
Snyder Institute Funding Reminder

e Snyder internal funding opportunities can be found on our website under
Membership & Funding

e Snyder internal scholarship opportunities can be found on our website under
Education & Scholarships

Would you like to contact someone at the Snyder Institute?

On our website, our Contact Us page has some useful contacts.

We want to hear from you! Send us your news

We invite all Snyder members, trainees and staff to send us your news about successes,
lectures, workshops... anything that you would like to share with the membership. We

will make every effort to post it, and the best ways for us to share your news are through
our:

e Snyder Newsletter

e Snyder Website (as long as your news fits the site’s guidelines)

e X, Linkedln, Instagram and Facebook channels

Do you want help publicizing your event/lecture/workshop? Send us the details at least
one month before the event date. Please contact Anurag if you have any questions
(anuragl@ucalgary.ca). Thank you.
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For the latest news and information, visit us at snyder.ucalgary.ca, and at

Xin flle

If you have news to share, please send it to Anurag: anuragl@ucalgary.ca
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