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Snyder Trainee Parker Volk is the Winner of the National Three Minute Thesis 

(3MT) Competition 

Snyder trainee Parker Volk is the winner of the National 

2025 Three Minute Thesis competition. The Three Minute 

Thesis (3MT) is a competition where graduate students 

explain their research to a general audience in a single 

three-minute talk.  The national showcase in Ottawa 

featured the first- and second-place winners from the three 

regional competitions, the Storytellers competition, and the 

French-language 3MT. The top two from this event advance 

to the North American finals, where they compete against 

eight contestants from the United States and two from 

Mexico. Volk’s work is part of UCalgary’s Host-Parasite 

Interactions (HPI) program, the largest parasitology research group in Canada. He studies 

the rat tapeworm Hymenolepis diminuta, a parasite that has evolved remarkable 

strategies to survive inside its host, at the McKay Lab. Congratulations to Parker Volk for 

this outstanding accomplishment! We wish him luck and all the best as he heads to the 

international round. Watch here. Photo credits: Mélanie 

  

CBC Eyeopener Interview with Dr. Kathy McCoy on Living Medicine 

Snyder member Dr. Kathy McCoy gave an insightful 

interview on CBC’s Eyeopener, discussing the future of living 

medicine, a revolutionary approach that uses living cells or 

microbes as therapeutic agents to help the body combat 

diseases like cancer. A leading strategy engineers patients' 

immune cells (T-cells) in the lab. Equipped with tumor-

targeting CARs, these modified cells are reinfused to seek 

out and eliminate cancer. A parallel and complementary 

area of focus is the human microbiome—the trillions of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUtDKxchNlc
https://profiles.ucalgary.ca/kathleen-mccoy


microbes that live in and on our bodies. These microbes can send critical signals that 

help regulate the immune system. By identifying which microbial species are beneficial, 

researchers aim to harness or replicate their signals to boost the body's natural immune 

response against tumors. Listen here.  
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Education News 

Grad Seminar Series Schedule (December) 

 

All lectures begin at noon. Pizza (2 pcs. per person 

please) provided first come first served; best to 

arrive by 11:50 am. 

 

 

 

 

 December 1 Theater Four 

• Afshin Derakhshani, MDIM PhD Graduate Student, Dr. Dufour’s Laboratory, 

Department of Microbiology, Immunology & Infectious Diseases 

• Carmina Isidoro, MDIM PhD Graduate Student, Dr. Deniset’s Laboratory, 

Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 

  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xcrm.2025.102414
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xcrm.2025.102414
https://doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2025.1649724
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https://doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2025.1649724


December 8 Theater One 

• Salman Mirza, MDMI MSc Graduate Student, Dr. Zhang’s Laboratory, Department 

of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 

• Josefien Hommes, MDIM PhD Graduate Student, Dr. Surewaard’s Laboratory, 

Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 

December 15 Theater One 

• Ken Yu Khaw, MDMI PhD Graduate Student, Dr. Schryvers’ Laboratory, 

Department of Microbiology, Immunology & Infectious Diseases 

• Senya Wickramasinghe, MDMI MSc Graduate Student, Dr. Cobo’s Laboratory, 

Department of Microbiology, Immunology & Infectious Diseases 

December 22 and December 29  

Winter Holidays – No seminar scheduled 

 

Join the Bioinformatics Working Group 

 

The Bioinformatics Working Group connects and builds 

the bioinformatics community at the University of 

Calgary. Since launching in February 2025, it has grown 

to over 90 members, hosting monthly meetups with 

lightning talks, demos and skill-shares for students, 

postdocs and PIs. The group shares code, pipelines and 

HPC best practices in a collaborative, in-person setting 

open to all skill levels. Join this growing initiative to 

learn, network and help strengthen UCalgary’s 

bioinformatics community. 

  

  

  

  

  



  

Quantitative Metabolic Profiling with NMR 

Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) metabolomics provides a robust, quantitative and 

reproducible platform for clinical research. Key advantages include minimal sample 

preparation, non-destructive analysis and broad metabolite coverage, making it ideal for 

biomarker discovery, drug monitoring and precision diagnostics. Our facility supports 

investigators with a standardized workflow—from sample preparation to spectral 

acquisition on a 600 MHz Bruker and advanced data analysis—ensuring reliable, high-

quality metabolic phenotyping for translational studies. For project consultation, contact 

Dr. Rustem Shaykhutdinov. 

 

 

Congratulations 

• We extend our congratulations to the Dr. Altier, Dr. Nasser and Dr. McCoy labs on 
securing a Weston Family Foundation grant. Their collaborative research will 
explore the link between post-inflammatory dysbiosis and chronic symptoms like 
pain and fatigue in ulcerative colitis. 

  

• Congratulations to Dr. Justin Chun for being recognized as an Outstanding Peer 
Reviewer in three or more consecutive Project Grant competitions between Fall 
2022 and Spring 2024. 

  

• Congratulations to Rehnuma Tabassum Sejuty on receiving the FEMS 

Microbiology Reviews Best Poster Award for excellence in early career research in 

Portland.  

  

 

 

 

mailto:rshaykhu@ucalgary.ca


Upcoming Events 

Snyder Institute Holiday Party & Trainee Research Day | December 10 

 

Join us for Snyder Trainee Research Day and Holiday 

Party. The Snyder Trainee Research Day will feature oral 

presentations from our students, chalk talks from our 

postdocs and a trainee poster session. Complimentary 

coffee and lunch will be provided for all registered 

attendees. Following the research day, the Snyder Holiday 

Party will commence at 3 pm. The party will include 

refreshments, appetizers, music, a photo booth and a 

games table. Register and RSVP here.  

  

  

McCaig International Research Conference: Advancements in Osteoarthritis – 

From Discovery to Treatment | March 11-13 

Don’t miss the McCaig International Research 

Conference: Advancements in Osteoarthritis – From 

Discovery to Treatment, taking place March 11-13, 2026, 

at the Pomeroy Kananaskis Mountain Lodge in Alberta’s 

Canadian Rockies. This international meeting will bring 

together leading researchers, clinicians, trainees and 

industry partners to explore the latest advances in 

osteoarthritis research and care. 

The conference will highlight emerging therapies, 

innovative imaging techniques, chemical and biochemical 

approaches and evolving clinical practices. Attendees will 

have the opportunity to engage in discussions, share 

insights, and network with experts from around the world, bridging the gap between 

discovery and patient care. Learn more and Register. 

 

 

https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_4Gueoeec6sijQWy
https://events.ucalgary.ca/snyder/event/501382-snyder-trainee-research-day-holiday-party
https://mccaig.ucalgary.ca/event/international-research-conference


In The News   

• City News 

Dr. Craig Jenne:  Alberta flu season: ‘Perfect storm’ could lead to spike in illnesses 

 

• CBC 

Dr. Craig Jenne: Think you’re not eligible for a free COVID shot in Alberta? Double 

check, experts urge 

 

Other News 

Snyder Institute Funding Reminder 

• Snyder internal funding opportunities can be found on our website under 

Membership & Funding 

• Snyder internal scholarship opportunities can be found on our website under 

Education & Scholarships 

   

Awareness Information 

Freezer Efficiency Matters: What You Need to Know 

 A new ultra-low temperature (ULT) freezer uses 

as much energy as an average household. 

• Too many ULT freezers increase building 

heat load and strain HVAC systems. 

• Freezer management helps cut costs, 

prevent failures, and improve performance. 

• Try “Freezer Fridays” to clear out expired 

or unusable samples. 

• Label all samples and keep an inventory—less time searching means less time 

with the door open. 

• ULTs take ~10 minutes to recover for every 1 minute the door is open. 

https://edmonton.citynews.ca/2025/11/11/alberta-flu-season-perfect-storm/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/free-covid-shot-eligibility-alberta-9.6971428
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/free-covid-shot-eligibility-alberta-9.6971428
https://snyder.ucalgary.ca/membership/funding-and-support
https://snyder.ucalgary.ca/education/scholarships-fellowships


• Test older freezers (10–15+ years); some use 2–4x more energy and pose a risk to 

stored samples. 

 

Would you like to contact someone at the Snyder Institute? 

On our website, our Contact Us page has some useful contacts. 

   

We want to hear from you! Send us your news 

We invite all Snyder members, trainees and staff to send us your news about successes, 

lectures, workshops... anything that you would like to share with the membership. We 

will make every effort to post it, and the best ways for us to share your news are through 

our: 

• Snyder Newsletter 

• Snyder Website (as long as your news fits the site’s guidelines) 

• X, LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook channels 

Do you want help publicizing your event/lecture/workshop? Send us the details at least 

one month before the event date. Please contact Anurag if you have any questions 

(anurag1@ucalgary.ca). Thank you.  

For the latest news and information, visit us at snyder.ucalgary.ca, and at 

 

If you have news to share, please send it to Anurag: anurag1@ucalgary.ca 
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